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MEETING 10-14 March 2010  -  VILLEREST  -  

ECOLE ELEMENTAIRE LA LIE – FRANCE
The fifth meeting of the Comenius project 2008/2010:  “Climate, lifestyle and environment: a network through Europe” took place from 10th  to 14th  March at the Primary school of Villerest. 
The meeting was attended by : the Inspector of Education, Mrs Maurin-Dulac,  the Mayor of the Municpality of Villerest Mr Court and his assistants and the teachers of the Primary school of Villerest : Eric Boutet, , Isabelle Cassin, Murielle Jaillet, Laurence Lajarige Fuentes, Sebastien Planchet and Gisèle Travard
Tuesday evening and Wednesday, March 10th   
The teachers from various European countries were welcomed by the colleagues of the Primary school of Villerest.
We chose to show them our environment and first, our city (the under prefecture of our department) especially the historic center of the city, the river port and the Joseph Déchelette’s museum.
In the late afternoon, the European teachers were welcomed at the Town Hall of Villerest by the Local Council and by the Major.
Thursday,  March 11th  
We worked at primary school La Lie. Eric Boutet, the head master,  introduced the activity program of the meeting.
An  exchange of gifts and children’s works from the various Countries followed.                                                                                         The teachers visited all the classes, talked and answered  the questions of the children, then they visited the nursery school and talked with nursery school’s head master.
We exchanged about the work which each school made with pupils about Natural Phenomena, an exchange of CD followed.
We took lunch  at School restaurant “La Leva” with some  pupils. 

In the afternoon, some teachers went with the 3rd class to attend a music show to the theatre of Roanne. It was a group of singer called “Les petites évadées”. The association RMR proposes to different schools of the area to work with musicians to put on a show. This show proposed a musical trip with songs of the world and little stories. The artists sang with different languages. This group worked before with 2 classes and we also saw the pupils’ show. 
The other teachers went to the college to see special classes with pupils who have difficulties to learn. They have been welcomed by the headmaster of the SEGPA and had an exchange about the history of the teaching to disabled pupils.
Later, we visited a vineyard. The wine grower showed us his vineyard and explained us the various stages of the stock to the grape, then we visited the cuvage, the cellar. He uses to receive classes and he develops activities on environment education. He showed us what he uses to do with pupils (games…). 

Friday,  March 12th  
With the pupils of the first class, we visited the museum of silk at Charlieu. The pupils often work about our patrimony. 

For one and a half centuries, Charlieu has been renowned for its exceptional silk cloth, destined for the world of Haute Couture and luxury furnishings. In 1992, a Silk Museum was set up in the old Charlieu Hospital, a beautiful eighteenth century building. 
The visit starts with a group of textile machines in working order, most of which date from the nineteenth century. Luxurious gowns in old silk and samples of designs prepared for Haute Couture are also on display. One part of the museum is dedicated to the last Weavers Corporation still working in France: that of Charlieu, which organises a unique and spectacular festival every year with auction of false titles. To round off the visit, an audiovisual projection explains the various steps in the creation of a fabric. Incidentally, the museum shop offers fabrics woven in Charlieu, as well as a wide range of silk items, garments and decorative items made in its workshop. 
After we visited the abbey of Charlieu. This is a Benedictine Abbey
Founded around the year 875 by Benedictine monks from Touraine, the Abbey of Charlieu was linked to Cluny about 930, before being reduced to a simple Priory some time before 1040.
Excavations have revealed the foundations of three churches dating from the 9th, 10th and 11th that had been built on the same site. All that now exists from the last church is the last row of pews, the frontage and the narthex (portal), which was added at the beginning of the 12th century. The main entrance, decorated with scenes from the Book of the Apocalypse is considered a masterpiece of Roman art.
The current cloister, dating from the end of the 15th Century, opens onto the chapter room via a Roman colonnade. From here you can gain access the Prior's personal chapel, also dating from the end of the 15th Century. Two museums (lapidary and religious art) have been constructed in the monastery's parlour and one of the former cellars. By passing through a crenulated ornamental arch you are able to enter into the courtyard of the early 16th Century Prior's Residence.

Then we visited The Monastery of Cordeliers
Around 1280, following a great many quarrels with the Benedictines at Charlieu, the Franciscans founded a monastery on the outskirts of the town in the Parish of St Nizier-sous-Charlieu. Destroyed about 1360, during the Hundred Years War, the Monastery of Cordeliers was rebuilt during the late 14th, early 15th Centuries. Inhabited by the Friars Minors Conventional', it was closed in 1792.
All that remains today is the church, the Brother's library and above all the late 14th Century cloisters. The monastery however came very close to leaving us: sold in 1910 to a Paris antiques dealer, it was destined, prior to be very rapidly declared a Historical Monument, to be dismantled and shipped of to adorn the tennis court of an American millionaire.
The adjoining late 14th century church is remarkable for its exposed oak timber work dating from the end of the 17th Century, and its 14th, 15th and 16th Century murals.

In the afternoon, our Inspector of Education presented the French Education System and we exchanged about the similarities and the differences between the various educational systems.
Then, we continued to exchange about Natural Phenomena in each country and we talked about the next meeting : date, works to prepare…
We had a look on our website and exchanged about it.

Saturday, March 13th 
We visited Lyon, a big town of our patrimony. We took the train and arrived at Perrache’s station. Then we joigned the old Lyon Renaissance district where we met our guide for a two hours guided tour in this unique area of gothic and Renaissance architecture listed by UNESCO as World heritage. It covers 24 hectares along the banks of the river Saône. After visiting the gothic cathedral we wandered through the narrow cobbled streets and “traboules”. These famous covered passageways going from one street to the next via corridors trough houses hide superbly renovated architectural treasures: inner courtyards, galleries “à l’italienne”, spiral staircases…
We took lunch in a “bouchon” the special name of the traditional restaurants in Lyon where we tasted a range of specialities of the Lyon’s gastronomy.
In the afternoon, some of the teachers visited the Lyon fine arts museum, the others went shopping in the two main streets downtown Lyon. 
The teachers of the Primary School of La Lie said good bye to the colleagues.

Sunday March 14th 
The teachers came back to their countries of origin.
